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later to be Foreign Minister under Marshal Petain, is a former
President of the Banque de 1'Indo-Chine.
In the evening broadcast Premier Reynaud, who as a result
of the Cabinet shakeup now exercises an exceptional degree
of political control, tells the nation that he can give it "reason
to hope" that the German drive wiU be stopped. "The battle,"
he says, "has hardly begun." In this crisis there is no time to
lose debating responsibilities for past errors. "We shall not
weaken France by dividing her," He adds an indirect offer
to Italy to settle outstanding differences without a conflict. In
a passage apparently directed to the United States he declares
that all spectators of the Battle of France must comprehend
quickly what immense values are at stake because "time is
limited."
While this is going on in the French political field, German
hammer blows continue at the Allied positions along the
Somme. The Allies are driven back on both wings of the 120*
mile batde front, giving way near Abbeville and losing the
crest of the Chemin-des-Dames. Admitting the German ad-
vance along the Channel coast below Abbeville and on the
Ailette Canal near Soissons, the French High Command never-
theless calls the situation generally favorable. There has been
no important break-through such as occurred in the Battle of
the Meuse, and it is claimed that the new strategy of permit-
ting the tanks to penetrate the front and then destroying them
is working out successfully. A first-hand description of the
batdefront describes it as an "immense hell," with 10,000
German tanks being hurled into the engagement. British